JULY 12-18, 2017

Detroit

•

THE MICHIGAN CHRONICLE • Page B-5

Impact Detroit
Blight Bootcamp 2017

Black Family Development, Inc. is honored to participate as a partner in the
mission of Impact Detroit. Birthed out of the community engagement work
of Detroit Future City, the mission of Impact Detroit is “To foster collaboration
and enhance the capacity of projects that improve Detroit’s neighborhoods”.
With funding from The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Impact Detroit has touched
the lives of thousands of Detroiters through community engagement strategies, its partnership with Hope Starts Here, and their annual Blight Bootcamp.
Blight Bootcamp provides hands on strategies to help residents, block clubs,
and neighborhood associations revitalize their communities, improve safety,
and transform vacant lots into vibrant, green infrastructure and urban agriculture zones. This year’s 2017 Blight Bootcamp embraced the theme: “From
Blight to Beauty - - Putting the Pieces in Place to Transform Neighborhoods
for our Children”. The event was held at Central High School on June 24,
2017, and hosted more than 200 residents with a series of workshops, both
mobile and on site.

In collaboration with Hope Starts Here – Detroit’s Early Childhood Partnership, the Impact Detroit table hosted 12 Family Fun Days, 15 Listening Sessions, 15 sessions during Month of the Child Celebrations, 12 sessions during
March Reading Month and provided more than 1,000 dictionaries in literacy
packages to grade K-12 students. To ensure ongoing learning during the
Summer months, more than 500 books were provided to students in grades
K-12, and an additional 80 computer learning tablets are available to help
parents ensure that their children are reading at grade level.
Impact Detroit is committed to broad-base community engagement to not only
advance the work of Hope Starts Here and Detroit Future City, but to also
advance the work of its table of partners. For more information on Impact
Detroit, visit the website at www.Impact-detroit.org.

